
 
 
 
2017/18 
16-18 Bursary/Discretionary Financial Support 
19+ Discretionary Learner Support 
 
The College will each year receive an annual allocation of funds to support its learners aged 16-18 and over 19 
students.  
 
Who can qualify?  

 
The funds are intended to support students who face financial barriers to participation in education.  
 
16 – 18 Guaranteed Bursary of £1200. (Priority Group 1)  

 
This is an entitlement and will be paid at intervals during the year.  
Students entitled to this guaranteed grant are:  

 those in or leaving Care of the Local Authority  

 those in receipt of Income support or Universal Credit in their own right, who are living independently of 

parents/guardians  

 those in receipt of Employment and Support Allowance or Universal Credit and Disability Living 

Allowance in their own right (or Personal Independence Payments) 

Applicants in Priority 1 will receive the guaranteed bursary of £1200 per year, but must have 100% attendance 
and good behaviour to receive the full funding.  It is available to students undertaking a course lasting 30 weeks, 
where the course is less than 30 weeks the award will be paid pro rata.  
All other applications will be means-tested. 
 
16 – 18 Discretionary Financial Support and 19+ Discretionary Learner Support (Priority Group 2, 3 and 4)  

 
The College is responsible for determining the eligibility of applicants to this fund and for deciding the amount 
each student should receive. The College will aim to distribute the funds fairly with regard to the needs of the 
individual student.  
 
Discretionary Financial Support 

 
Funds are limited and priority will be given to members of the following groups in order:  

 

Priority 2: those in receipt of free school meals in Year 11 in 2016 – 2017 and those whose 
parents/guardians are currently in receipt of a means tested benefit (Income Support, 
Employment and Support Allowance (ESA), Tax Credit where household income is less than 
£16,190, Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit or Universal Credit). 

Priority 3: those whose parents/guardians are currently in receipt of a Tax Credit Award Notification 
showing a total income of £25,000 or below (or Universal Credit). 

Priority 4: those whose financial circumstances have changed since the end of the tax year and fall into 
one of the above groups.  

There is no entitlement to financial support of a specific amount from the fund except for Priority Group 1. The 
amount awarded will depend on both household income and educational need. It will also depend on the number 
of eligible applications received before the deadline. Allocations will take account of:  
 

 household income for which evidence must be provided with the application  

 costs incurred in attending College (for example travel of more than 3 miles)  

 costs incurred in following a course (eg essential trips; contributions for course materials)  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Application Guidance Notes   
 
These notes are designed to help you complete the application form, please read 
these before starting your application. 
 
Important Information  
 

o Learners will not necessarily receive assistance with any/or all of the funds for which they apply. We are 
given a limited amount of money and the demand from students will be high. The College will use the 
priority groupings to award partial grants with the exception of Group 1 who will receive £1200 in line 
with government guidelines.  

o The closing date for applications for students enrolling for courses starting in September is Friday 7th 
July 2017. The closing date for students enrolling on a programme of study later in the year will be ten 

working days after enrolment.  

 
You must complete all sections  
 
Section 1: Personal Details  

Date of Birth: For the 16 –18 Bursary/Discretionary Financial Support you must be 18 or under on 31st August in 
the year in which you start your programme of study or if aged 19 or over on 31 August 2017 and are continuing 
on a study programme you began aged 16 to 18 (‘19+ continuers’), or you have an Education Health and Care 
Plan (EHCP). Others students over 19 can apply for support from the Adult Discretionary Learner Support Fund 
using this same application form. 
 
Section 2: Residency  

You must have been a resident in the UK/EU for the last 3 years. Refugees are not required to meet the 3 year 
residency rule, if refugee status was confirmed in the 3 years prior to starting the course.  
 
Section 3: Course details  

Please list the subjects you will be studying. 
 
Section 4: Assistance Requested  

We will not fund travel for students who live within a 3 mile radius of the College unless there are exceptional or 
medical circumstances which will be treated on a case by case basis. Students should be aware that they will 
need to cover their own travel costs for the first month of College, as the travel assistance is paid in arrears.   
Students will be allocated travel assistance according their mileage to college, £11 a week for 3 to 7 miles and 
£14 a week for over 7 miles.  If you purchase a more expensive ticket then please appeal in writing.  If travel 
assistance is agreed you will need to present your tickets at the end of each month to Student Services.  All 
travel assistance will be subject to the attendance % and will be a pro rata % payment.  
 
Section 5: 20+ Childcare 

 All childcare payments will be made direct to the childcare provider. 

 Childcare providers which students use must be registered or approved by Ofsted. 

 A copy of the contract with a registered childminder must be provided as proof of Ofsted status. 

 To ensure that we spend the funds in the most appropriate manner your personal circumstances and level of 
income will be considered when making our decision about whether we help with your childcare costs.  

 Any assistance for childcare will be payable for timetabled College hours only. 

 16–19 year old parents are eligible for £160 per week towards the cost of childcare whilst at College. Please 
apply to Care to Learn (Tel: 0800 121 8989) 
www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAndLearning/14To19/MoneyToLearn/Caretolearn/DG_066974 

 Please complete the 20+ Childcare Application form available from Student Services.   

 As our funds are limited we cannot guarantee that we can meet the cost of your childcare. 

 
Section 6: Priority Groups  

Please indicate which priority group you are in by ticking the section that is relevant to you and your family. We 
will require students to provide evidence that they meet the priority groups at application – see application form as 
to what evidence is required. Your identification within any priority group will be kept in the strictest confidence. If 
you wish to discuss this further please contact Student Services in the first instance.  
 
Section 7: Additional Information  

Please state if you are in receipt of any financial assistance from any other bodies.  
State any extenuating circumstances. Please use a separate sheet if necessary.  
 
Section 8: Bank details  
Students applying to the fund will need to have their own bank account.   

 
Section 9: Student and Parent Declaration 

All students must sign the application form, those under 19 must have a parent/guardian signature as well. 
 
We are unable to accept incomplete applications or those with no evidence.  These will be returned to 
you.  
 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAndLearning/14To19/MoneyToLearn/Caretolearn/DG_066974


 
 

 
 
Frequently asked Questions  
 
How much money will I receive?  

 
Priority 1 students who qualify for a £1200 Bursary will receive regular payments in to their bank account at 
regular intervals.  If you fall into Priority group 2 or 3 please keep all your college related receipts e.g. stationery, 
books, college packs for consideration.  Forms are available from the cashier’s office if you wish to purchase 
material on the bursary without cash payment. Assistance for trips will only be for those considered essential, 
please bring in your signed paperwork to Student Services for assessment and then possibly payment. 
 
Are there any conditions? 

 
Yes. You are expected to maintain attendance at 100% and to meet expectations with regard to behaviour and 
homework/coursework as set out on your Student Contract and the College Code of Conduct.  
 
Appeals  

 
You have the right to appeal if:  
You believe your application has been assessed incorrectly or if you believe it has not been processed correctly. 
Your appeal should be made in writing, within 2 weeks of receiving either your award/grant notice or a letter 
refusing support. 
 
If I submit an application form am I guaranteed funding?  

 
No. Only Priority Group 1 applicants are entitled to receive the bursary of £1200. Funds are limited and the 
demand from students will be high. Access to the Discretionary Learning Support is not an entitlement and even if 
we accept your application we cannot guarantee that we can meet any of your requested funding. The College 
will use its discretion when allocating funding based on the Priority groups set out in the application form and our 
Policy.  
 
When should I apply?  
 
The closing date for those students starting in September is Friday 7th July 2017.  Applications received 

after the deadline will be considered at the next meeting of the award panel if sufficient funds are available.   You 
need to complete each section of the application form and provide evidence of your circumstances (as stated on 
the form) to support your claim.  Incomplete application forms and those without evidence will not be 
accepted and will be returned to you. 

 
If students are claiming travel support they should obtain a 3-iD card at the beginning of term. 
 
The above information is accurate at the time of print but may be subject to change – 15.3.17 
 
If you have any questions please call 01424 214545 and choose Students Services option or alternatively email 

studentservices@bexhillcollege.ac.uk. 

Completed application forms to be returned to:- 
 
Student Services 
Bexhill College 
Penland Road 
Bexhill on Sea 
East Sussex 
TN40 2JG 
 
 
 

mailto:studentservices@bexhillcollege.ac.uk

